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A Pastor Writes: 


“IT cannot tell you how grateful 
I am for Between the Lines. For 
one thing alone it has become price- 
less—illustrative material for ser- 
mons. As a specially culled in- 
formation service, it keeps at my 
hand a rich supply of illustrations 
showing what greed and hatred, 
pride and arrogance do to men to- 
day—just as they did in Bible 
times.” Do you have a pastor friend 
who would be grateful for this 
definite contribution to his reservoi) 
of ideas and materials? $1.00 a 
year is very little to pay for such a 
service. 











What Price Party Polities? 


In the last issue, Between the Lines 
spoke of the dangers in our present 
rule-by-pressure political setup which is 
gradually drawing away from the aver- 
age citizen his constitutional power, 
especially when government by pressure 
at the top is fused to government by 
local political machines at the bottom. 
Since then a flagrant, nationally im- 
portant instance of this abuse has come 
up. One of the most ruthless, crooked, 
dictator-ruled political organizations in 
the United States is the Hague machine 
of New Jersey. Graft, vice and intimida- 
tion of decent citizens are rampant at- 
tributes of this political machine. 

The better citizens of New Jersey have 
been putting up a brave fight, desperately 
hoping to break the rule of this Hague 
mob. A new important Federal Judge- 
ship has been created in New Jersey 
and the clean-government citizens group 
has been begging the administration 
in Washington to appoint someone 
to the Federal bench post who has at 
least an independent political background 
so that a wedge may be driven into the 
strangle hold of the Hague machine. In- 
stead Washington has appointed a Hague 
lawyer-henchman which has left the ma- 
jority of New Jersey citizens bitter and 
disillusioned. One of New Jersey’s out- 
standing Christian laymen wrote, “This 
is a fearful blow to all decent citizens, 
irrespective of political affiliations, at a 
time when we are giving all for our 
country.” What a commentary this 
makes on some speeches recently broad- 
cast in Washington urging “sacrifices 
for victory!” 


Mine 


The Russell Sage Foundation, Depart- 
ment of Industrial Studies, reports that 
the increasing number of deaths and 
waste of manpower in the coal fields of 
America is needless and unnecessary, and 

(Continued on next page) 


Accidents Unnecessary 


Spanish Land Goes Back to the Church 


A small AP dispatch which your paper may or may not have carried, had 
behind it a big but completely “smothered” story. The convents and monasteries 
of Spain, which comprise about 75 per cent of the Roman Catholic institutionalism 
of Spain, were just recently given the right by law to force the peasant owners 
to sell back to the church the land they have been holding. Most of this land 
was acquired by the peasants as a result of the pre-Franco Republic revolution. 
Details of the law are suppressed, but it means that the church of Rome has 
finally written “finis’” over the peasant revolt of the past ten years. 

The church in conjunction with the Catholic aristocracy again owns most of 
the land of Spain. The peasants are chiefly tenants and are charged such high 
land rentals that barren poverty is the rule. This forced-sale law will mean con- 
fiscation prices which will rob the peasant of the last gain made during the 
bloody years of his revolt. The authorities of the church of Rome are very care- 
ful not to let American Catholics know of the church’s medieval policy of exploita- 
tion in Spain for obvious reasons! 


Malay Profits 


The Malay Tin Co. and Southern Malay Tin Dredging Co., owned by London 
financiers, had their annual meetings in March and announced an average of 
50 per cent stock dividend. That is, mind you, 50 cents profit in one year on every 
dollar invested. The Japanese took over these properties 30 days later. The 
British owners paid their male laborers an average of 28 cents a day, the 
women 20 cents. 


Stalin Holds Out for Territorial Gains 


The story has been suppressed but here it is: In recent months British and 
American diplomats have been in conference with Russian officials over post-war 
problems. Stalin demands that the Baltic territories and areas of Finland occu- 
pied by Soviet forces be guaranteed to Russia. So far the British and American 
governments have insisted that they would not recognize any territorial changes 
made during the war. Russian officials said, “O.K., then we’ll not negotiate fur- 
ther with you until we are satisfied on this point.” This gives you an inkling 
of what the post-war peace table will be like. 

After all, these Russian demands are modest compared to what Russia will prob- 
ably get out of this war if she carries the burden of winning it. Eve Curie, just 
back from Russia and other war fronts, in informal talks with newsmen was 
asked whether Europe would be communistic after this war. She replied that 
certainly the army that liberates Europe will have a major voice in reorganiza- 
tion. The reluctance of England and America to risk their resources on another 
front must be weighed against this alternative. 


Criticism in the Democracies 


Churchill said in his last speech that he had only praise for those with the 
alertness and courage to criticize the British government. In America a harassed 
citizen who wants to know “why” about something is called names and told he 
is Hitler’s stooge. In many ways, from the standpoint of sober Christian concern, 
it can be said that we have lost more democracy in America in six months of war 
than England has in nearly three years. The Christian mind cannot help but 
condemn the blind selfish imperialism in English leadership that has been the 
cause of much of today’s chaos, but the same Christian mind cannot refrain from 
praise for the sturdy soul of the common Englishman who, living in compromise 
with a system he himself condemns, has gradually given the world its finest pic- 
ture of spiritual and democratic stamina. 


Hymns According to Hitler 


Word has reached America that the new Nazi hymn book is out. All mention 
of “Israel,” “Jehovah,” “Jerusalem” or other Bible terms have been removed and 
all references to the Old Testament have been dropped. The book was published 
under the auspices of “The Institute for the Examination of Jewish Influence on 
the Church Life of Germany.” It is called “The National Socialist Hymn Book.” 
It has deleted most of the great old Lutheran hymns and gives more space to the 
praise of soil, racial unity and heroic strength. There is very little reference to 
Christ, only as “Son of God” and in such a way as to stand for a generalized 
symbolic figure. Pagan folk lore is very much in ascendency over the Christian 
sacraments. 
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The Cooperative’s World Program 

Study this carefully and thoughtfully: : 

“The present war is in large part a result of the international 
competitive pressures of the prefit system, the conflict between 
that system and expanding statism, the decline of democracy 
and the desire for imperialistic expansion which these engender. 
To better the world condition, an economy must be built which 
offers a way of fully supplying human needs and which is free 
from the hostility-promoting factors existent in the profit sys- 
tem and in autocratic statism. ; 

“A way is needed that shall be established upon the basis of 
democracy, which is capable of producing and distributing abun- 
dance, which prospers by plenty for all, which sets men and 
nations working together in the spirit of mutual aid, and which 
can embrace all people of all classes and of all nations.” 

So reads the introduction to the Cooperative World Program 
as drawn up by the Board of Directors of the Cooperative 
League of the United States at a recent meeting. Remember 
that the Cooperative movement is not communistic nor social- 
istic, as is sometimes claimed by propagandists of big business; 
it is economic democracy practically applied. 

The Cooperative movement is frequently under attack by bus- 
iness groups because they do not understand the movement and 
its purposes. It is an organization in which the consumers own 
and control the processes of production for the benefit of the 
consumer instead of for the henefit of the few who might own 
the processes of production. A cooperatively owned oil and gas 
business is operated by a consumer’s organization which hires 
capable managers and pays them fine salaries to operate the 
oil wells and the refineries, and to sell the gas to the organized 
consumers at the regular retail prices. At the end of each 
season the profits are paid back to the consumer-members so 
that in reality the members of the cooperative get their gas 
and oil much cheaper and get universally better quality. 

Coops made big gains last year in the United States. A 
Kansas City Coop did a business of $10,080,000 in °41, a gain 
of 62% over ’40. A northern California Coop gained 546% in 
three years. A net saving of $2,626,000 was announced by 
wholesale Coops alone. On the other hand, bankers in some 
places refused to cash checks drawn on Coop banks, not because 
the checks were not good, but because in some places there is 
a bitter drive on to put cooperative banks out of business. 

We suggest that this movement is too big and too significant 
not to be followed closely by the Christian mind. Find where 
the nearest coop is in your locality and study its methods and 
progress. 


Cooperatives in Asia 

The age-old bond between India and China may soon be still 
more strengthened by the establishment in India of industrial 
cooperatives of the sort which have been playing a key part 
in China’s economic resistance during the last three years. 
Industrial cooperatives in India may prove to be a spectacular 
economic life-line flung by one great oriental nation to another. 

According to the uncensored Worldover Press reports reaching 
Between the Lines, “Indusco,” representing Chinese Industrial 
Cooperatives, has already been in communication with such out- 
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standing Indian leaders as Gandhi and Nehru. Nehru has strong- 
ly endorsed the cooperatives in China, commending them not only 
for their valuable contribution to China’s economy at war, but 
also as the foundation of a real people’s democracy in China. 

Indian representatives point out that India, with almost 90% 
of her established industry within 200 miles of Calcutta, where 
the Japanese invasion would strike first, faces much of the same 
problem as did China when the Japanese took over the coastal 
areas where 90% of Chinese industry was located. China’s 
answer, when faced with the loss of this industrial area, was 
to set up thousands of cooperative workshops. These have the 
advantage of being decentralized, so that although individual 
units may be destroyed, total production is little affected. A 
similar organization of many small cooperative units, easily 
moved from place to place, would also be a valuable asset to 
Indian economic resistance should her great industrial center 
be captured or destroyed. 

As explained elsewhere in this issue, the reason newspaper 
and news magazines do not often play up such important news 
stories as the above concerning Indian cooperatives, is that big 
business regards that the cooperative movement here and abroad 
is its natural enemy. 


Notes on India 

Here’s why Americans and the American press are grossly 
misinformed on the situation in India: (1) Of the 188 Indian 
néWspapers and inagadies giviiig the Tadians’ viewpoint prac 
tically none are allowed in this country, few if any are allowed 
to go outside of India. However, America is flooded with the 
British Tory literature which gives no voice to India’s cause 
and grossly enlarges benefits of British rule while playing down 
the exploitation and horrible blundering of the same domination. 
(2) While interviews are often arranged with Indian leaders 
for visiting American journalists, cautious effort is made to 
prevent the advocates of the Indian cause from reaching the 
ears of the men in the American armed forces now in India. 

The current smear against Gandhi and Nehru is that they 
are “impractical dreamers”, yet last November, when American 
and British statesmen were both saying that Japan was only 
bluffing, the Indian leaders were bluntly stating that Japan 
would strike in the Pacific and strike soon,—for their warning 
the Indian leaders were called pro-Japanese. 

And here is an interesting turn of affairs, now that Gandhi’s 
policy has won out over British demands for active Indian co- 
operation in the war, and Japan is at the door of India, the 
English military strategists are quite openly saying that, while 
Gandhi’s method will not prevent the Japs from coming in, the 
non-cooperation program of the Indian congress will present 
Japan with unsurmountable difficulties and keep the Nipponese 
from ever making their conquest anything but a complete 
liability. The British ought to know. 

All this can be very frankly said now, for the big cry in 
Washington against criticism has been upon the basis of not 
interfering with the war to defeat Hitler and Japan. But since 
we have nearly permitted the will of a handful of stockholders 
in Indian exploitation in London to rob American military 
efforts of the full cooperation of half a billion Allies, the shoe 
is now on the other foot. 











